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order, judiciary, record-keeping, etc. There was a special department which was entrusted
with converting forest areas into agricultural lands and the officer incharge of such work was
rajjuka.
Though barter trade was the major form of commercial transaction among the public,
transactions between one group of traders and another made use of coins mostly made of
silver. The government collected a variety of taxes from the traders and in return gave them
protection. At the same time started the over-seas trade and Andhras became experts in
maritime activities. The Andhra ships were considered the most suitable ones for travel across
the oceans. Bulft veiy strong, the ships used rudder for the first time to keep to their course.
Andhra traders touched Rome In the West and the coast of China in the East.
The concept of kingship, initiated during the Mauryan period, gained strength in the
Satavahana period. The ownership of not only the villages, but of the interspersing woods,
hillocks and rivers was vested with the king, but only notionally. In actual practice this only
meant collection of taxes and all the rights over the individual property remained with the
owner. The elected leader of the village was responsible for tax collection. In course of time
the rulers began appointing their own men as heads of the villages for effective collection
of taxes. A village council (gr&ma sabha), a trade centre (nigama), and a professional guild
(srSnl) could exercise their Influence on the village head (gramani). The records of the period
of the early centuries of the Christian era inform that agriculturists produced a variety of crops
and that there were a number of professionals following a variety of occupations. (There were
potters, weavers, basket-weavers, oil-extractors, etc.). The major exports were varieties of fine
cloth which were a rage with the Romans and were sold hundred times more than their actual
cost.
Whatever be the personal religion of the king, there was absolute freedom for the individual
with regard to his religious worship and beliefs. The .kings extended their patronage to the
religion of the populace. For example, the Satavahana and Ikshavaku rulers, though ardent
followers of the Vedtc faith, donated liberally towards Buddhist constructions. In many cases,
members of the Royal household Including the queen followed a different faith other than
the king's. Jalnism, along with Buddhism, was popular in Andhra even centuries before the
Christian era commenced. Its influence on the social and public life of the people was deep
and a comprehensive study of the same is yet to be made. The Andhras evinced interest
in Buddhism even during the life time of the Buddha as evidenced by the story of Bavari
and his disciples. Buddhism attracted the people because of its moral code and because of
the various provisions it offered to earn 'merit'. It must also have given the people a more
attractive alternative to the Vedic faith by professing a casteless society. Buddhism, as it
gained strength in Andhra, promoted the arts of architecture, sculpture and painting. There
are also evidences to show that sports and the performing arts of music and dance received
public patronage.